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I am disappointed that my initiative to in-
crease the Low-Income Weatherization As-
sistance Program by $120 million was re-
duced by $43 million in the final version of
this bill. This reduction will deny program
benefits for over 17,000 low-income families,
compared with my request.

Several provisions in the bill purport to re-
quire congressional approval before execu-
tive branch execution of aspects of the bill.
I will interpret such provisions to require no-
tification only, since any other interpretation
would contradict the Supreme Court ruling
in INS v. Chadha.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 5, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2217, approved November 5, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–63.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriations Act,
2002
November 5, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2904,
the ‘‘Military Construction Appropriations
Act, 2002,’’ which provides $10.5 billion for
military construction and family housing pro-
grams administered by the Department of
Defense.

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The Act abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and funds
the vast majority of my request for military
construction projects, the military housing
program, and other projects for our military
personnel and their families. The requested
projects are critical to supporting military
readiness and the quality of life for our sol-
diers. My Administration showed its commit-
ment to improving the quality of housing
available to our military personnel and their
families by including an additional $400 mil-
lion in the FY 2002 Budget. I want to thank
the Congress for including it in this bill.
However, I am disappointed that the bill in-
cludes a 1.127 percent general reduction,
and a rescission of $55 million from the Bal-
listic Missile Defense Organization.

As America battles terrorism, we must en-
sure that our men and women in uniform
live in, train at, and deploy from adequate
facilities. This bill shows our commitment to
our service members by constructing and up-
grading military installations, and military
family housing in the United States and over-
seas.

My Administration appreciates that the
Congress has worked expeditiously during
this difficult and trying time in our Nation’s
history to consider the FY 2002 appropria-
tions bills. Now, through a renewed sense
of bipartisanship, the Congress and my Ad-
ministration must work together to ensure
the timely enactment of the remaining bills.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 5, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2904, approved November 5, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–64.

Proclamation 7493—National
Adoption Month, 2001
November 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children deserve to be raised in loving

families with parents who protect and nur-
ture them. For some children, adoption is
their best chance for a healthy and happy
life. Each year, American families adopt ap-
proximately 120,000 newborn or older chil-
dren, providing them with a loving and sup-
portive environment.

Despite this substantial number of annual
adoptions, more than 134,000 children are
currently waiting adoption. While our foster
care system can provide a safe, temporary
home for these children, adoption would give
them the love and stability of a permanent
family that would better enable them to de-
velop to their full potential.

My Administration is working to help
states promote and support adoptions. This
year, 35 states and the District of Columbia
received adoption incentive awards for in-
creasing the number of children they placed
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from foster care into permanent homes.
States have reinvested these bonuses to en-
hance their adoption and child welfare pro-
grams, which has resulted in an unprece-
dented 79 percent increase in adoptions from
28,000 in 1996 to 50,000 in 2000.

Although we have made dramatic advances
in encouraging adoption, we must strengthen
our efforts to find a safe, loving, and perma-
nent home for every child awaiting one. One
important way to advance towards this goal
is to ease the financial burden on families
that adopt children. The tax relief bill that
I signed into law earlier this year extends and
increases the adoption tax credit for qualified
expenses from $5,000 to $10,000 per child.
The new law also increases the tax credit for
adoptive parents of children with special
needs from $6,000 to $10,000 per child, re-
gardless of expenses. Parents who adopt chil-
dren with special needs will benefit from this
meaningful tax credit because it will help
cover unique adoption costs.

Ensuring the provision of post-adoptive
services also plays an important role in facili-
tating successful adoptions. I support the
Promoting Safe and Stable Families pro-
posal, currently before the Congress, which
would improve post-adoptive services by
prioritizing research and evaluation for these
services and establishing systems to ensure
that they are available to meet the needs of
adoptive families. In addition, this proposal
provides for education and training vouchers
to children adopted after the age of 15.

Adoptive parents have a special calling—
sharing a loving home with children in need,
offering them hope for a brighter future.
Federal, state, and local governments must
continue supporting these quiet heroes as
they make the considerable sacrifices and re-
ceive the countless blessings of parenthood
that come from providing a child with the
chance of a lifetime—an upbringing in a
happy and healthy home.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2001,
as National Adoption Month. I call on all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adop-

tive families and to participate in efforts to
find permanent homes for waiting children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 7, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 8.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Emergency
Response Funding for the
September 11 Terrorist Attacks
November 5, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, today I have authorized
transfers from the Emergency Response
Fund totaling $902 million for emergency re-
covery and response and national security ac-
tivities listed in the enclosed letter from the
Deputy Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. As provided in Public Law
107–38, $900 million of these funds will be
made available to agencies 15 days from the
date of this transmittal and $2.3 million will
be made available to the Department of the
Treasury immediately.

These funds are in addition to the $8.8
billion that I previously authorized for trans-
fer and will allow our Government to con-
tinue to address the consequences arising
from the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001.

I urge the Congress to enact without delay
the $20 billion in critical defense and domes-
tic needs that I requested on October 17th.
My Administration does not intend to seek
additional supplemental funding for either
domestic or defense needs for the remainder
of this session of Congress.
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